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Resolution 1995-01-07 
 
THE FEDERAL ROLE IN RECREATIONAL FISHERIES 
 
WHEREAS, conservation of the Nation's fishery resources and aquatic systems requires a broad 
partnership of cooperation between federal agencies, States, Tribes, conservation groups, the 
recreational fishing industry, and the public; and 
 
WHEREAS, both precedent and mandate require federal agencies to mitigate project or program impacts 
resulting from federal actions; and  
 
WHEREAS, federal hatcheries are essential for recreational fisheries management in those altered 
ecosystems resulting from federal projects and actions; and  
 
WHEREAS, Executive Order 12962 requires the improvement of aquatic resources for increased 
recreational fishing opportunities by "developing and encouraging partnerships between governments and 
the private sector to advance aquatic resource conservation and enhance recreational fishing 
opportunities;" and 
 
WHEREAS, Executive Order 12962 expands the role of the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership 
Council (Council) to "review and evaluate the relation of federal policies and activities to the status and 
conditions of recreational fishery resources;" and 
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has requested the Council to serve as a catalyst 
for constituent input concerning the Service's appropriate responsibilities and role in recreational fishing 
and produce a recommended strategic role for fulfilling that role; and 
 
WHEREAS the Service and the Council have proposed a process that provides an integral role for state 
fish and wildlife agencies to participate in identifying the Services' appropriate role and responsibility in 
recreational fisheries. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
encourages and supports the efforts of the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council in defining the 
appropriate role of the Service in the restoration, conservation and management of aquatic resources for 
recreational fishing.  Further, the IAFWA urges Congress, appropriate federal agencies, and the Council 
to fully recognize federal fisheries mitigation responsibilities in the promulgation of policy and 
appropriation of federal budgets. 
 
Adopted September 12, 1995 
Branson, Missouri 
 
